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Who is my neighbour? - Ask yourself where on the spectrum from 
fire insurance for your home to derivatives designed to fail, you 
would draw the line of acceptable and unacceptable behaviour. 
And before you answer too quickly, recall that, historically, fire 
insurance has its own dark side. It replaced local mutuality that led 
members of a community to pitch in and help and help rebuild a 
neighbour's burnt-out home. For insurance meant you didn’t have 
to depend n your neighbour, and was both a cause and an effect 
of the slow withering of neighbourly cooperation (dare we say, 
‘love of neighbour’) that has characterized so much of US history. 


Daniel K. Flynn, ‘When Is Self-interest Moral? A Gap in Catholic 


Social Teaching’, Commonweal 











